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Roger Louis Voisin 
In 1969, Roger Voisin, then princi~l trumpet of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
joined the faculty orthe Music Divis10n as Teaching Associate in Music. In 1975, two 
years after his retirement from the Orchestra, he ~n a new, full-time career as Professor 
of Music and Chairman of the Brass and Percussion Department. 
This evening we celebrate his career as a world class artist-teacher who is a 
legend both for his tenure with the Boston Symphony Orchestra and as a master teacher of 
and mentor to a generation of music students. Boston Universit}'. is ~ud to claim him 
among its most distinguished faculty. He has served the Music Divtsion in a variety of 
capactties: teacher of trumpet, departmental administrator, and conductor of several 
ensembles including the Boston University Symphony Orchestra, the Repertory Orchestra, 
and the Trumpet Ensemble. 
Beloved by students and colleagues for his dedication, generosity, warmth and. 
humor, he received the Distinguished Facultr A ward of the School for the Arts Alumni 
Association in 1995. As a faculty member o . the Boston University Tanglewood lnstitut 
and the Tanglewood Music Center, he has influenced the lives of trumpet students from 
around the world, many of whom have gone on to careers in major symphonies, brass 
quintets, as professors at universities, and as soloists. . 
At the end of this academic year, Professor Voisin will retire from his full-time 
position . As Professor Emeritus, he will continue to teach part-time, inspire and honor us 
with his presence. 
• ••••••••••• 
Mr. Voisin has experienced a career that is in a class by itself. He joined the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra at the youngest age in its records - seventeen. His training 
took place exclusively in Boston, but ·was in the great French tradition. Although born in 
France, Mr. Voisin has been a Bostonian since the age of eleven, and thus had tfie 
opportunity of studying with the brilliant French-born trumpeters of the orchestra. 
Notable among these was his father, the late Rene Louis Voisin, who laid the foundations 
of his technique, and remained his constant mentor. Other instructors were the late 
Georges Mager and Marcel Lafosse. 
Roger Voisin ~an his career with the Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra and 
Boston Pops Orchestra . O'pon the recommendation of Arthur Redler, Voisin was 
auditioned by ~e Koussevitzky, who accepted him as a member of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. Thus tne orchestra ga,ined the unique distinction of a father and son team in the 
trumpet section, ending only with Rene's death in 1952. 
During the .Second World War, Mr. Voisin served in the Navy at the Newport, RI 
training station. A sf>CC!al ssi~ment he enjoyed was being guest conductor of the Boston 
Pops on an Anny ana Navy Night. At the end of the war, he returned to the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, and following the retirement of Georges Mager, was appointed to thA 
1 post of Principal Trumpet . ~
-Boston Symphony Orchestra Press 
........................ 
On August 26th, 1973, the Boston Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of 
Seiji 07.awa, performed Verdi's Requiem as the final concert of the summer season at 
Tanglewood. At the conclusion o( the work, Maestro 07.awa called to the apron of the 
stage trumpeter Roger Louis Voisin, where the latter acknowledgec:i the tumultuous ovation 
of tbe audience and orchestra personnel alike . The occasion was the retirement of Voisin 
who had completed his 39th year with the Boston Symphony, for over 25 of which he 
served as principal. Like many such ceremonies the proceedings were moving and touched 
with an air of finality-however, there was no finality. The orchestra was already fast 
u_pon its course for tfie 73-74 concert season, Voisin's successor named, and most 
significantly, Voisin himself was ~ised upon a new career as conductor and lecturer, to 
commence within less than two weeks of tnat emotionally charged moment, 
. Succinctly ~tf:d it may be_said ~at Voisin succeed~ more th~ any other in 
1;ttng the homogemzmg tendences which have characterized Amencan orchestral 
trumpet playing at large for the past twenty years. While one player would acquire fame 
for employing a particularly large mouthpiece replete with behemoth hole and Grand 
Canyon backbore, or yet another was influencing many with his experiments in lead-pi~ 
and bell combinations, Voisin remained immune to the Hequipment syndrome" which liaci 
befallen so many and instead continued to dedicate his ability, intellect and whole self to 
what may be described only as musical integrity. Often criticized, never ignored, he was 
concerned with all aspects of musical syntax. How and where a note began, with what 
rhythmic impetus, ana with what musical inflection, remained the business of the day. 
Most importantly the key to his interpretations was not a ~rdained school of playing, 
but rather the particular musical reqwrements of the moment. He could play softly, oot 
without weakness, with a dark sound, but not flabbily, and with an intense brilliance 
which served the orchestral literature in simply an unparalleled manner. 
Perhaps the most significant aspect of August 26, 1973, is that it marked no 
retirement at all, but only a rechanneling of energies. So even as many ~an to evaluate 
and ~aluate his enormous contribution to ttie profession, it was only characteristic of 
the man that he had already totally committed himself to his new activities with the same 
dedication as had defined his earlier career. It is then with appreciation and affection that 
l pin with many in wishing continued success to Roger Louis Voisin, one of the greatest 
musicians of our .time. 
-Gerald Endsley, former student 
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• The School for the Arts welcome, your support to help continue these concerts. 
Information regarding gifts to the School may be obtained from: The School for · 
the Arts Development Office, 855 Commonwealth Avenue, Rm. 202, Boston, 
MA 02215 (617) 353-7293. 
